ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING
February 20, 2024

The St. Lawrence County Board of Health (hereafter known as SLCBOH) met on Tuesday, February 20, 2024, in the Large Conference Room, Human Services Center, Canton, New York 13617.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Rita Curran, Mark Deavers, Nancy Potter, Dr. Jessica Scillieri Smith, Dr. Kathleen Terrence, Dr. Andrew Williams  

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Dr. Gregory Healey

OTHERS PRESENT:   Carly Zimmermann, Interim Director; Shannon Beldock, Administrative Assistant; McKenna Boula, St. Lawrence Health /Clinical Research Department/Clinical Research Coordinator; Autumn Thompson, St. Lawrence Health /Clinical Research Department/Clinical Research Assistant; McKailey Lyndaker, St. Lawrence Health /Clinical Research Department/Clinical Research Assistant; 

	CALL TO ORDER	

Dr. Andrew Williams, President, called the meeting to order at 6:10 pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by R Curran, and seconded by K Terrence, the minutes from the January 16, 2024 meeting were approved.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No Public Comment.

Dr. Scillieri Smith shared, prior to the start of the meeting that she feels the Lead and Sanitarian Updates do not need to be shared monthly – suggested maybe sharing the information quarterly.

Slideshow Presentation (double click below):  Carly Zimmermann



Countywide Smoking Policy: Carly Zimmermann
Smoking Local Law from Wayne, Cattaraugus and Nassau Counties were reviewed.  Members felt Wayne County’s 2023 Local Law was the most detailed, but Cattaraugus County’s 2023 Local Law looked better suited for what St. Lawrence County is looking for.  Members were asked to review Cattaraugus County’s information and a decision will be made at the March 19, 2024 meeting.  The County Attorney will be asked to provide input after the March meeting as to what is updated in the current Local Law. 

Wayne County – 2023 Local Law
https://web.co.wayne.ny.us/DocumentCenter/View/11304/3-res52623--Adoption
Cattaraugus County – 2023 Local Law
https://www.cattco.org/sites/default/files/administration/20230913_Agenda.pdf
Nassau County – 2021 Local Law
https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/33139/Local-Law-11-2021?bidId=

Resolution Proclaiming May as Lyme & Tick-Borne Disease Awareness Month: Carly Zimmermann 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After a discussion with the Service Committee Chair, Benjamin Hull, a resolution was requested to help bring more awareness of these issues.  A press release will be done and educational/informational links will be posted to our website and social media providing information on when it is appropriate to be tested and/or when you should consult your medical provider.
Upon motion by J Scillieri Smith, and seconded by R Curran, and unanimously carried, members in attendance approved the submission of the proposed resolution Proclaiming May as Lyme & Tick-Borne Disease Awareness Month.   

Lead Update: Carly Zimmermann 
Graphs are included in member folders for review.

Status of Care for Seniors (added by Dr. Williams):
St. Lawrence County struggles to provide good care for our seniors.  Our challenge is home nursing care.  Health Services and Northern Lights don’t have enough staff to send into homes.  This a crisis.  United Helpers closed down the (250) bed Riverledge facility which leaves St. Joseph’s in Ogdensburg.  The (2) homes in Massena have changed management and are now owned by individuals downstate.  United Helpers, who also owns Maplewood in Canton, has announced they are closing their Assisted Living facility.  This will affect families that will need to provide care for their family members.  It was noted Hospice does good work with end of life situations.  Dr. Terrence noted there are no providers for Geriatric Medicine.

It was suggested this topic be an agenda item for the March 19, 2024 meeting and Andrea Montgomery, Director, Office for the Aging be invited to provide information on what services her department provides for the elderly.  Members discussed the PACE Program in Onondaga County, which is similar to a Day Hab Program and what they provide.  It was noted years ago Jefferson County had their own Assisted Living Facility.  Forming a Task Force was suggested – questions:  why is UH pulling back from Assisted living and how Jefferson County can absorb the SLC residents, what are they doing differently.

Respiratory Illness Update: 
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/influenza/surveillance/

Sanitarian Update:  Carly Zimmermann
Graphs are included in member folders for review.

	Environmental Health Calls
	January 2023

	Water Quality
	5

	Bed Bugs
	1

	Indoor Air Quality
	1

	Living Conditions
	2

	Animals
	1



School Nurses have had questions regarding bed bugs – educational information has been provided.

EMS in St. Lawrence County: Mark Deavers




Lengthy discussion with some suggestions of possible solutions.  


Board of Health Bylaws Review/Update:
· Section 4. Meetings, Quorum and Minutes
· Public Comment:  individuals should provide their name, where they are from and if they represent an interest.  

Upon motion by R Curran, and seconded by J Scillieri Smith, and unanimously carried, members in attendance approved the Board of Health Bylaws, pending modification of Section 4. Meetings, Quorum and Minutes:  Public Comment, and upon approval by the County Attorney.   
 
Measles: Carly Zimmermann 
Carly noted there has been an increase in the number of measles cases seen this year and shared the CDC Measles watch dashboard. https://www.cdc.gov/measles/cases-outbreaks.html 


COVID-19 Isolation Timelines: Carly Zimmermann
Carly discussed the potential changes in COVID-19 isolation recommendations. The CDC was considering changing the recommendations to have isolation end when the individual is fever free for 24 without the use of fever reducing medication. California and Oregon have already taken on this recommendation. NYS DOH will review CDC guidance when it changes and then make any announcements about alternations to recommendations. 


OTHER ITEMS AND QUESTIONS

This was Shannon’s last Board of Health meeting. Dr. Williams thanked her for all her help over the years and for keeping them organized.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Executive Session began at 7:42 – all Non-members were excused.

ADJOURNMENT/NEXT MEETING

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.  Next meeting will take place on March 19, 2024 at 6:00 pm.   

ACTIONS ITEMS FOR FOLLOW UP

N/A
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St. Lawrence County EMS



A total of 19 transporting EMS agencies in the county

8 operate at the ALS or Paramedic level

Providers:

Paramedic

EMT-CC

AEMT

EMT
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County EMS Coverage
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EMS in New York State

Around 33,0 certified providers in the state. This number is down 17% since the pandemic.

33,022 (2022) are considered active by NYS.

The state stood up their surge and flex center during the pandemic due to issues with interfacility transports.

Tertiary care centers are at capacity, meaning transports are taking significantly longer.

“Wall time” is regularly 3-4 hours.
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Protocols and Laws



Excluding NYC all EMS protocols in NY are developed by the Collaborative Protocol Group.

They go to the SEMAC, the SEMSCO, and are finally approved by the Commissioner.

EMS is governed by PHL. Art 30.

Addresses 911 only.

IFT’s fall under the sending physician and agency medical director.
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Basic EMT

Basic level, currently between 200-220 hours of training

Is a technician.

Skills:

Basic airway (OPA/NPA/SGA)

CPR and ventilation

Bleeding control

Nasal Narcan

IM Epi, albuterol, NTG,ASA

Splinting and traction splinting

CPAP
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Advanced EMT (AEMT)

An additional 150-200 hours of training.

Skills/Medications:

IV/IO access

Fluid (NS)

Cardiac epi (no cardiac monitor)

D10, PO acetaminophen and ibuprofen
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EMT-CC

Curriculum is discontinued and “sunset date” is 7/1/2027

Skills/Meds

Intubation, Magill forceps

Needle decompression

Cardiac monitor, cardioversion

Atropine, Calcium, Zofran, glucagon, duoneb, amiodarone, dexamethasone, Cardizem, Benadryl, haloperidol, ketorolac, lidocaine, magnesium, Bicarb.
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Paramedic

Around 1000 hours above EMT.

Skills/ Medications

Surgical airway

RSI

Norepinephrine, metoprolol



Are able to expand scope of practice in the interfacility transport setting.

9





Interfacility Considerations

EMS providers should be trained and competencies in all medications, equipment, and skills. With agency medical director approved protocols.

EMTALA requires the patient to be stabilized before transport.

Consider means of transportation and level of care.

OB patients

”After assessing the patient and reviewing the patient’s records and transfer orders, the crew must determine if the patient’s current condition is appropriate for the provider’s level of training, experience, and available equipment” (NYS Collaborative Protocols)
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Medical Necessity
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Issues Within The County
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Call volumes have increase 60-90% for agencies





Recruitment is at an all time low





Underfunded systems





Diversion





Increased transport distances





Interaction with hospital staff



















Questions?
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Justice.gov > U.S. Attorneys > Middle District of Florida > Press Releases > United States Settles False Claims Act Allegations
Against Multiple Jacksonville Hospitals And An Ambulance Company For $7.5 Million

PRESS RELEASE

United States Settles False Claims Act Allegations
Against Multiple Jacksonville Hospitals And An
Ambulance Company For $7.5 Million

Friday, May 8, 2015 For Immediate Release

U.S. Attorney's Office, Middle District of Florida
Share

>

Jacksonville, FL - United States Attorney A. Lee Bentley, Ill announces that the United States has settled allegations that nine
hospitals in Jacksonville had a practice of routinely ordering basic life support ambulances when this type of transport was not
medically necessary. The United States has also settled allegations with an ambulance company for its role in submitting millions
of dollars of false claims to federal healthcare programs. The allegations resolved included liability under the False Claims Act
(FCA).

After a multiple-year investigation, the United States announces settlements with the following defendants: Baptist Health, who
owns and operates four hospitals in Jacksonville (settlement of $2.89 million); Memorial Hospital, Specialty Hospital, Lake City
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Agenda

Countywide Smoking Policy

Resolution Proclaiming May 2024 as Lyme And Tick-Borne Disease Awareness Month

Lead Update

Respiratory Illness Update

Sanitarian Update









Smoking Local Law



2012 LOCAL LAW PROHIBITING OUTDOOR USE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS UPON REAL PROPERTY OWNED OR LEASED BY ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY 

In addition to the Clean Indoor Air Act (Expansion of Article 13-E of Public Health Law)

Updated in 2017 

The Act prohibits smoking and vaping in almost all public and private indoor workplaces, including restaurants and bars

Localities may continue to adopt and enforce local laws regulating smoking and vaping; however, these regulations must be at least as strict as the Act.

https://www.health.ny.gov/publications/3402/ 









Smoking Local Law 



Wayne County - 2023 Local law

https://web.co.wayne.ny.us/DocumentCenter/View/11304/3-res52623--Adoption 

Cattaraugus County - 2023 Local Law

https://www.cattco.org/sites/default/files/administration/20230913_Agenda.pdf 

Cattaraugus County - 2021 Local Law

https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/33139/Local-Law-11-2021?bidId= 









Resolution Proclaiming May 2024 as Lyme And Tick-Borne Disease Awareness Month











December Lead Update

		Monthly Stats		December		

		Total Number of Lead Tests Conducted		90		

		New Tests - Well Child Visits 		86		

		Retests – CLPPP Cases		4		

		Active Cases		80		

		Tests Elevated (Current)		4		4%

		Tests Elevated (Future)		6		6.6%

		New Cases 		1		

		Future New Cases (3.5ug/dL+)		3		









New Data: 

New Tests: represents new children being tested for lead at their Well Child Checks 

vs 

Retests:  shows the number of children already enrolled in CLPPP who are being retested to ensure their BLLs are decreasing (to eventually be eligible for discharge)



Future New Cases: shows the increase in new cases once NYS officially adopts the lower blood lead reference value of 3.5 micrograms per deciliter 
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Overall trend of number of lead test has increased. 
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Active Caseload (as of 01/05/24)







Active Cases as of 

01/05/2024



15-20 Range: 

Child has been monitored since 2020 with an initial BLL of 34. The child has been steadily declining and was most recently tested last month (Sept) and is currently at 19.2ug/dL.  
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Respiratory Illness Update

NYS Influenza Activity, Surveillance and Reports













Sanitarian Call Log 	

		Environmental Health Calls		January 2023

		Water Quality		5

		Bed Bugs		1

		Indoor Air Quality		1

		Living Conditions		2

		Animals		1







Animal complaint came from a DCO regarding a home with a possible animal hoarding situation. He was already citing the owner and working with Code. Seemed to be looking to us to remove the owner from the property or seize animals. Referred him to continue working with the court and CEO and also encouraged him to reach out to Adult Protective as he was concerned that the owner had psychiatric issues and wasn’t making sound decisions. 
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‘WHEREAS, Lyme and other Tick-Borne Disease, transmitted through the bite of an infected
tick, are endemic throughout St. Lawrence County and are a nationally recognized health
concern; and

‘WHEREAS, The risk of contracting Lyme and other Tick-Borne Disease can be year-round, the
warm weather increases outdoor activities, and St. Lawrence County residents and visitors work
and recreate in our woods, fields and open areas that may be inhabited or infested by ticks
carried by wildlife, birds and domestic animals, increasing risk of infection; and

‘WHEREAS, Lyme and other Tick-Borne Disease infected more than 700 people of all ages in
St. Lawrence County during 2023; and

‘WHEREAS, Lyme and other Tick-Borne Disease, when not properly diagnosed or treated, may
affect many body systems, making proper diagnosis more difficult, thereby making the need for
public information regarding prevention, treatment and control a priority; and

‘WHEREAS, The St. Lawrence County Public Health Department and other community partners
are taking a lead role by educating the community to safeguard this and future generations
against Lyme and other Tick-Borne Disease; and

'WHEREAS, recognizing the danger and effects of these diseases, we in St. Lawrence County
support efforts designed to raise awareness about the prevention and control of Lyme and other
Tick-Borne Disease.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Legislators proclaim the month
of May in 2024 as Lyme and Tick-Borne Disease Awareness Month throughout St. Lawrence
County and encourage all residents to learn how they can prevent tick bites and when to seek
treatment.
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Outpatient Influenza-like lliness Surveillance Network (ILINet)

The ILINet Program consists of healthcare providers in NYS (excluding NYC)
that voluntarily report aggregate data for the total number of visits and the
total number of visits of ILI in an outpatient setting.

Percent ILI

9.0%
8.0%
7.0%
6.0%
5.0%
4.0%
3.0%
2.0%
1.0%
0.0%

Percent of Influenza-like Illness (ILI) among all
ILINet Provider Patient Visits, by Season

S S EEEEEEEEEENEN
R g~ 8 2 a8 g F e 3R g
Week Ending

— 2022-23Season e 2023-24 Season Regional Baseline 4.20%







image8.png

Geograhic activity for the wesk ending February 10, 2024.
Incidence calculated based on reports
of lab—confirmed influenza to the NYSDOH.

New York City

I No cases reported this season
Cases reported proviously this season. but not this week
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